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World Day of Mlgrants and Refugees

Prayer to Bless our Togetherness in a Pandemic

A newspaper for the Wellington and Palmerston North Catholic Dioceses

that holds us apart ‘To | C ed |\R/|'|E?: Bé E _I]E—g
The Herod Virus Jesus )
Jesus, Mary, Joseph.

To escape the wrath of Herod,
you isolated yourselves in Egypt,
far from the support of family and friends.
We, too, are separated from many loved ones.
Our ‘Herod’ is a virus putting all at risk.
Border closures prevent travel,
making reunion impossible.
You know the anguish of separation and
how the unknown gives birth to fear.
Strengthen the aroha that binds us,
The wairua that holds is close.
Gentle us in this time of uncertainty
to believe, to trust, to hope. Amen.

- Matthew 2:13-15

The Herod Virus is one of a set of six prayers To Bless
Our Togetherness written by Fr James Lyons for us to
use to pray for members of our families and others we
know who are facing difficult and challenging times.
The prayers are being distributed to parishes and are
on the Archdiocese website: wncatholic.org.nz

In a recent letter to parishes Cardinal John Dew
wrote, ‘We all know people around the country and
in other parts of the world - possibly members of
your own families — who we are not able to be with
in these strange and challenging days. We know
others who have lost their jobs or their business
and for whom life is challenging. I encourage you
to use these prayers to pray for others in these days
when life is difficult’

World Day of Migrants and Refugees: The last Sunday of September of every year is World Day of Migrants and Refugees. For Sunday
27 September 2020, Pope Francis has chosen the theme ‘Forced like Jesus to flee, with a focus on the need for the pastoral care of
internally displaced persons who are estimated to number more than 41 million worldwide.

Image: Vatican Dicastery for Promoting Integral Human Development/migrants-refugees.va

>> World Day of Migrants and Refugees, p 2.

Parish property review a call to mission

Michael Fitzsimons

The major review of churches and parish
properties underway across the Archdiocese
is an opportunity to use assets to reach out
beyond our own parish communities, says
Cardinal John Dew.

‘T often say we are reorganising for mission.
We have a lot of assets which we mostly use for
our own purposes. How can we use our assets
to help the wider community, especially those
who are disadvantaged or in difficulties?
Every parish will be different in its answer to
this question’

Cardinal John said it was encouraging
to see parishes supporting community
organisations, not just Catholic organisations,
which help families in difficulties, young
people, the poor, the elderly, refugees.

‘If we are inward-looking, intent on
running the parish and providing for our

own needs, we run the risk of becoming very
comfortable and losing sight of the mission
which Jesus has called us to. Pope Francis’
words about inward-looking communities
are well-known - the community becomes
self-referential and sick. He uses strong words
about this situation saying such communities
can become “prisoners of their own rigid
formulas” and get caught up in “a web of
obsessions and procedures”

“Streamlining parish resources

is a great opportunity to strengthen
aparish’s mission to the world.”

- Cardinal John

There are over-riding practical issues that
are also driving the major reorganisation
of the Archdiocese. A growing shortage
of priests, and the maintenance and high-
insurance costs of some church buildings,

made it inevitable buildings would need
to close and parishes amalgamate, said
the Cardinal.

‘Having a priest in each parish is
challenging now. We will have fewer priests
in years to come, even if we continue to
have the help of international priests and
religious orders.

‘On the property side, already there are
four churches within the Archdiocese that are
closed due to earthquake risk, and nine that
need significant work’

The amalgamation of parishes in the
Archdiocese was a major undertaking, which
was carried out between 2013 and 2017. Last
year the new amalgamated parishes were
asked to put forward their proposals for
rationalising their properties.

Property proposals from parishes were
submitted in October 2019. The Cardinal
discussed the proposals with the Council of

Priests, the Archdiocesan Pastoral Council
and the Board of Administration. Properties
of particular interest to Maori communities
were also reflected on by Te Kahu o
te Rangi, the Maori Pastoral Council for
the Archdiocese.

Cardinal John had planned to reply to
all parish proposals around Easter this year,
but the outbreak of the Covid-19 pandemic
delayed his response until the end of
lockdown when parishes could gather and
discuss his feedback as parish communities.

Cardinal John acknowledged the review
of church assets and properties has been a
difficult exercise for parishes.

“The review and the decisions which come
from it have created tensions in parishes. [ am
very aware of how upsetting it has been for
some people. There is no easy way to bring

Continued on p2
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He Tirohanga | Insights

From the editor

Annette Scullion

This month, WelCom celebrates
Te Wiki o te Reo Maori -
Maori Language week, 14-20
September, ~ with ~ WelCom
expressed as NauMai on our
masthead, p 1.

Te Wiki o te Reo Maori has
been celebrated each year from
1975. ‘Kia Kaha te reo Maori’
is the theme this year, meaning
‘Let's make the Maori language
strong’

We are all called to be strong
at this time as the world is being
given an unprecedented shake
up with climate change and the
Covid-19 pandemic, impacting
everyone environmentally,
economically and socially.

The move in and out of Alert
Level restrictions brings ongoing

uncertainties and challenges
to our ‘normal way of life.
But we are fortunate to be in
Aotearoa New Zealand where
expert advice and the collective
community response has been
effective towards eliminating the
virus and keeping people safe.

We are reminded to continue
practicing social distancing; good
hygiene practices at home, in the
workplace and out and about;
wear a face covering; stay at home
if sick and seek advice about cold
and flu symptoms; and adhere to
contact tracing.

We each have a responsibility
to care for one another by
taking these practices seriously
and encouraging others to do
the same. At this time of great
upheaval, this is our duty.

Kia kaha, kia maia, kia
manawa.
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about the changes that are needed.
We need to pray for one another
and be respectful as we work
through a process of discernment
and make decisions’

Cardinal John emphasised the
parish is a Eucharistic community
and that ‘Mass is central to our
worship and who we are. It is not
an option to substitute a Liturgy
of the Word and Communion on a
Sunday, other than when something
unexpected happens’

For that reason, a large church
is a very valuable asset in the new
structure of amalgamated parishes,
particularly city ones, he said.

“The parish with a large church
that can accommodate all its
parishioners will have a huge
advantage in the future. Major
liturgical ~celebrations such as
Easter and Christmas should be in
one place if possible, because the
parish is one community. A large
church enables the many gifts of the
people to be shared more widely,
it creates better liturgy and a more
sustainable future financially. This
is not so easy in the regional areas
of the Archdiocese but is possible in
many city and suburban areas’

The Cardinal said different
parishes faced different challenges
but he encouraged all parishes to
let go of the established order of
doing things and be radical in their
thinking.

‘No two parishes are the same
geographically or in terms of the
properties they own. For some
parishes the list of properties is
astounding. Looking after them all
is a major task, and in some cases
maintenance and insurance have
become impossible on the parish’s
income’

Streamlining parish resources is
a great opportunity to strengthen a
parish’s mission to the world, said
Cardinal John.

‘We are meant to be out there
serving the poor, and those who
are struggling. The Gospel calls
us to give them hope. As Pope
Benedict said in Deus Caritas Est:
“A Eucharist which does not pass
over into the concrete practice of
love is intrinsically fragmented”.

T get anxious we are not
using what we have to its fullest
potential. We need to ask how can
we continue to involve people, and
inspire people?’

Our Sacred Places

+ John A Cardinal Dew

Archbishop of Wellington
Archdiocese

Apostolic Administrator of
Palmerston North Diocese

“In our sacred places we

can go deep into our hearts
and souls - we can experience
God’s presence anywhere
and everywhere.”

In 1998, I was invited to be a
chaplain to a tour group travelling
to the Holy Land and Rome. It was
a wonderful pilgrimage and the
times to pray and reflect in sacred
sites were deeply appreciated. We
visited historic sites and learned so
much about the places where Jesus
prayed, walked and performed
miracles. Some of the people from
that trip have kept in touch with me
and always mention some of their
memories of the pilgrimage and the
wonderful privileges we enjoyed.

Ars Sacra: Christian Art and
Architecture of the Western World
from the Very Beginning Up Until
Today, by Rolf Toman, Achim
Bednorz, surveys over 1700 years
of Christian Art and culture
presented in chronological
order, and highlights the unique
features of each historical era.

Prior to leaving New Zealand,
I prepared various prayers and
reflections to be used on the visit to
the Biblical sites we have heard of all
our lives. I also bought a preparative
book about some of the places we
would be going to: Cathedrals of
the Spirit: The Message of Sacred
Spaces, by TC McLuhan. It is a
wonderful book, which I dip into
every now and then.

I have another book in my office
called Ars Sacra (Sacred Art), ahuge
book with Church architecture the
focal point. It is in the monumental
buildings of Christianity that
Christian Art began to grow. The
book tells the story of Christian Art
and Architecture of the Western
World ‘from the very beginning
up until today. It includes
indescribably beautiful illustrations
of magnificent Cathedrals from
all over the world with lots of
fascinating  information about
them.

Preparing for the site blessing
to begin the strengthening and
restoration work of our own
Cathedral of the Sacred Heart last
month, 7 August and the blessing of
those who will work on it, I referred
to these two wonderful books. I
used the following words in my
homily:

The book Cathedrals of the Spirit
begins by saying: ‘“This book is about
sacred places. It is about landscapes
of the holy as centres of inspiration
where human consciousness is
temporarily set free! The book
goes on to speak of our human
experience of sacredness, or of any
sacred place, and talks about how
any of these holy places — natural
or built of stone and timber, steel
and glass; our experience of any
of these places is a re-entry into a
state of holiness — an introduction
to our true origins. The goal of the
book, it says, ‘is to reintroduce you
to yourselves’.

We are all very aware, I am
sure, that sacred places all over the
world are revered, whether they are
natural places such as rivers and
mountains, oceans and beaches,
a tree, a forest; but we also know
there are places of great sanctity
crafted by human hands, the great
Cathedrals of Reims, Chartres,
Canterbury, the huge Basilicas of
Rome - endless places that take
our breath away and we wonder
how they could ever have possibly

been built. This Cathedral of ours
is tiny in comparison, but it is ours
and it is beautiful. This Cathedral
of ours does the same thing that
my book, Cathedrals of the Spirit,
speaks about - like any sacred place
it re-introduces us to ourselves.
This happens because it is in our
experience of God that we meet
ourselves, our true selves.

“..itis in our experience of
God that we meet ourselves,
our true selves.”

Here, in this Cathedral of the
Sacred Heart of Jesus and St Mary
His Mother, God speaks to us,
God nourishes us, God feeds us,
God challenges us and inspires us,
whether we come here for a quiet
moment of prayer, or whether it is a
large congregation praying together,
or a very small congregation during
the week, we are touched by the
grace of God and sent out on our
mission to take Christ into the
world around us.

The Trappist monk, Thomas
Merton, once wrote: ‘Our real
journey in life is interior; it is a
matter of growth, deepening, and
of an ever-greater surrender to the
creative action of love and grace
in our hearts. Never was it more
necessary for us to respond to that
action’

We can make that interior
journey anywhere - in one for
the great natural cathedrals of
the world, or one worked on and
crafted for hundreds of vyears.
In OUR Cathedral and in many
other sacred places we can go
deep into our hearts and souls -
we can experience God’s presence
anywhere and everywhere.

We want to give you and
generations of people to come the
opportunity to make that inner
journey here in OUR Cathedral
- it is ours and it is beautiful. Our
Cathedral is also an ‘Ars Sacra’ it
is ‘Sacred Art, and it could well
be included in my other big book
called Ars Sacra. Because it is that,
it is one of the places where we
come to know, as St Paul said in
that reading: ‘you are God’s temple
and God’s spirit dwells in you...
God’s temple is holy and you are
that temple.

>> Sacred Heart Cathedral, pp10-11.

World Day of Migrants and Refugees

In his Urbi et Orbi message earlier this year, the
Pope said, ‘T have decided to devote this Message to
the drama of internally displaced persons, an often
unseen tragedy that the global crisis caused by the
Covid-19 pandemic has only exacerbated. In fact,
due to its virulence, severity and geographical extent,
this crisis has impacted on many other humanitarian
emergencies that affect millions of people, which
has relegated to the bottom of national political
agendas those urgent international efforts essential

to saving lives.

‘But this is not a time for forgetfulness. The crisis
we are facing should not make us forget the many
other crises that bring suffering to so many people’

The Popes reflection for the World Day of
Migrants and Refugees begins with the experience
of the young Jesus and his family as displaced

“This provides a Christological grounding for the
Christian action of welcome or hospitality’

The reflection goes on to explore six sub-themes
expressed by six pairs of verbs: to know in order to
understand; to draw near so as to serve; to listen
in order to reconcile; to share and thus to grow;
to involve in order to promote; and finally, to
collaborate and therefore to build.

The issue of migrants and refugees has been one
of the focal points of the pontificate of Pope Francis.

The Migrants & Refugees Section of the

refugees.va

persons and refugees, says the Vatican Press Office.

Vatican Dicastery for Promoting Integral Human
Development is responsible for supporting the
celebration of this day. Online resources have been
developed to encourage the pastoral work of the
church on behalf of migrants and refugees: migrants-



http://www.welcom.org.nz
mailto:welcom@wn.catholic.org.nz
mailto:welcomads@xtra.co.nz
mailto:welcom@wn.catholic.org.nz

Nga Pitopito Korero | News

WELCOM SEPTEMBER 2020 3

New Zealand Bishops 2020
Election Statement

The New Zealand Catholic Bishops’ 2020 general
election statement encourages informed participation
in this year’s general election in October.

8~
‘Whakapuaki P6ti 2020
Na nga Pihopa Katorika o Aotearoa New Zealand

2020 Electlon Statement

Catholic Bishops of Aotearoa New Zeala

maa paihere g mea katoa: M kawe ngatahi 16

In their statement,
booklet form, and being made
available through parishes, the bishops
say, ‘We are all connected and they ask
‘What kind of nation do we want?’

produced in

Their statement draws on Pope
Francis' encyclical Laudato si
‘Everything is connected. Concern
for the environment needs to
be joined to a sincere love for
our fellow human beings and
an unwavering commitment to
resolving the problems of society’

The bishops state, ‘In the past
seven months, we have all been
challenged by the global Covid-19

consequences  for  individuals,
families, our country and the world.
Now; as we prepare for New Zealand’s
general election, we want to invite
you, the voters and our politicians,
to reflect beyond party policies and
political personalities and consider:
“What kind of a nation do we want
Aotearoa New Zealand to be as we
journey together?”

The bishops seek to encourage
our participation in the election
process by thinking about the
questions before us and for us to
consider how the society we seek
can be reflected in our political
structures and public policies.

Voters are also being asked to
respond to two referendum questions
on euthanasia and making recreational
cannabis legal. In reflecting on these
questions, the bishops say, ‘we again
need to look at the wider picture;
asking how the proposed law changes
will affect the vulnerable and our

Joint presentation on hlstonc 1r1terfa1th document

In February last year, Pope Francis
made an historic visit to the United
Arab Emirates, on the Arabian
Peninsular, to meet with Ahmed
Mohamed Ahmed al-Tayeb, the
Grand Iman of al-Azhar of Egypt. On
4 February the two religious leaders
jointly signed The Document on
Human Fraternity for World Peace and
Living Together, an historic statement
that calls for universal peace.

The  document  represents
not only a milestone in relations
between Christianity and Islam but
also a message with a strong impact
internationally. In the preface, after
affirming that ‘Faith leads a believer
to see in the other a brother or sister
to be supported and loved, the text
invites ‘all persons who have faith in
God and faith in human fraternity
to unite and work together’.

On Tuesday 6 October 2020,
the UAE Embassy in Wellington,
together with members of the
New Zealand Catholic Bishops
Interfaith Council, will host a
presentation about the significance
of the Document and some of the
developments taking place as a
result — including the Abrahamic
Family House, an interfaith
complex currently in construction

Colin MacLeod of the

New Zealand Bishops Interfaith
Council (1) with Mr Matar
Almansoori (r) Charge d’affaires,

UAE Embassy. Photo: WelCom

The presentation will be at
6pm, St Joseph’s Church, Mt
Victoria, Wellington.

The Charge d’affaires of the UAE
Embassy in Wellington, Mr Matar
Almansoori, and Cardinal John
Dew will be among the speakers.

All are welcome to attend,
however due to Covid-19 contact
tracing requirements, please register
by Monday 28 September, with the
UAE Embassy, Wellington, at email:
WellingtonEMB.AMO@mofaic.
gov.ae with your name, contact
phone number and email address.

Mr Matar Almansoori said, ‘the
Document outlines our shared
commitment to  harmonious
existence through dialogue and

was built on tolerance out of
both visionary wisdom and need.
Following independence in 1971, the
seven emirates needed to overcome
differences for the common good. The
founder of the UAE, Sheikh Zayed
was also a devout man, who believed
all human beings to be brothers,
regardless of culture or religion.
“The two religious leaders signed
the Document at the UAE Founder’s
Memorial in Abu Dhabi, Mr Matar
Almansoori said. 2019 was the UAE
Year of Tolerance, and provided
a year full of activities and events
to encourage us getting to know
more about each other, and better
yet, understand, accept, each other.
It was a year dedicated to peace,
humanity, coexistence, and respect.
‘In August last, the Higher
Committee of Human Fraternity
was established in UAE to execute
the objectives described within the
Document of Fraternity. One of
the Committee’s first initiatives is
the development of the Abrahamic
Family House in Abu Dhabi. It
will feature a church, a mosque, a
synagogue and a secular welcome
centre on one shared site. It will be
a beacon of mutual understanding,
harmonious existence and peace

pandemic and its  ongoing

connectedness to one another’

in Abu Dhabi.

through understanding. The UAE

among people of faith and goodwill’

Vinnies see sharp rise in requests for help

Michael Fitzsimons

The Covid-19 lockdowns have resulted in a
sharp rise in requests for support from the St
Vincent de Paul Society across the country.

The response from volunteers and donors
has been tremendous, says Marlena Hoeft-
Marwick, National President of the St Vincent
de Paul Society.

‘Some people have donated money, others
have given food items and essential household
goods. Our ongoing efforts to support the
disadvantaged would not be possible without
a multitude of donors and volunteers. Many
regions have received donations which has
been used to help the disadvantaged in
those areas. Our National Office launched
a National Appeal in June which has so far
raised $15,000.

Marlena said the Society was seeing people
and families who do not usually ask for help.

“This is a very tough time for a lot of people -
people sleeping in vans, people in over-crowded
homes and people needing food parcels and
household essentials just to get through’

David, volunteer, and Tania Martin, social
worker, cleaning incoming purchases for
the food bank. Photo: Supplied

Millie Lambess, the Society’s Wellington
Area communications manager, said that
since the first lockdown ended in June, the
Vinnies Wellington food bank was continuing

to operate at a 100+ per cent increase in
support provided to clients.

‘Alongside the distribution of practical
assistance, our Community Social Worker is
experiencing an increasing need for psycho-
social support as the long-term effects of the
Covid-19 lockdown emerge, said Millie.

Mike Daly, the Society’s Area President
in Christchurch, said that during lockdown
the Society was faced with the challenge of
continuing to provide assistance to welfare
clients when it had no income from its retail
shops which were closed.

‘We designed an electronic method of
issuing grocery vouchers to those in need.
The system worked very well with the client
receiving the voucher by text and then
able to redeem the voucher at their local
supermarket.

“The cost was projected to be $5,000 per
week. We set up a “Give a Little” page and
after one month in level 4 of Covid-19, we

had issued over 300 vouchers and spent over
$20,000. During the same period, our “Give
a Little” page had received $14,000 with an
additional $6,000 donated directly to Vinnies.
God indeed provides through the generosity
of many!’

In Auckland during the first lockdown
period from March to end of June, the Vinnies
responded to well over 12,000 referrals/
requests for food parcels, said Claire Murphy,
Auckland Area President.

“This unprecedented demand for food
peaked at around 1000 parcels a week and
since the first lockdown period Vinnies have
been processing an average of 500 referrals a
week, said Claire.

“This huge effort is being achieved thanks to
donors on the “Give a Little” page and friends
of Vinnies who support us each year. We are
also lucky to have wonderful volunteers who
pack and process the thousands of parcels
and deliver them’

peq
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St Patrick’s College
Wellington

New Zealand’s oldest Catholic boys’ college

“Unlocked: The Art Exhibition” Major Fundraiser for St Patrick’s
College, to be held at a selected suitable date during Term 4.

The exhibition showcases art from locally established and upcoming
artists. All artworks are for sale and there will be a diverse range
of media including paintings, limited edition prints, photography,

ceramics and jewellery. Tickets are available from the College and
entry is $25.00 per person and includes one beverage and nibbles.
Bar sales will be available.

“It's a privilege to care for you and your family

during your time of loss.”

At Vospers we walk beside you on your journey as you lay your loved one to rest.
From the very first time you call us, we will be with you every step of the way,
giving advice with compassion, caring and understanding. We can even help with
pre-arrangement and prepayment options. Call us today to find out more.

v|vospers

funeral services

Phone 06 7590912 - 257 Devon St East - New Plymouth - www.vospers.co.nz - FDANZ

Jacqueline Cox
FUNERAL DIRECTOR

FAMILY WINEMAKERS

PIONEERING FAMILY WINEGROWERS SINCE 1973
NELSON « NEW ZEALAND + SEIFRIED.CO.NZ
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Invercargill to Wellington - eight months on

Annette Scullion

After a career in accountancy and
finance spanning almost 30 years,
mainly in Invercargill, Southlander
John Prendergast moved with
his wife Donna to Wellington in
February this year, to take up the
role of General Manager of the
Archdiocese of Wellington (ADW).

A graduate from Otago
University with a degree in
accounting, John’s career has
involved  financial  operations,
business management and CEO
leadership in private, public,
corporate and not-for-profit sectors
in Invercargill, Christchurch and
the UK. Outside of work John is
very interested in community and
has been involved on boards with
a number of organisations ranging
from local schools, arts, television,
philanthropy and roles with Rotary
International. He enjoys sport and
finds watching sport relaxing.

Eight months into his new role
as General Manager John talks
with WelCom about his vision for
the Archdiocese and some of the

John’s role as General Manager
involves developing a strategy
to keep moving the Archdiocese
forward in pursuit of its mission.

“This involves marshalling and
managing the finances, the people,
and the assets that enable us to do
that. And to achieve that, we need an
organisational culture that reflects
who we are; says John. ‘As I said at
my interview for the role, I have a
head for finance, a heart for people
and community, and a Catholic soul.
And I do like to think those are the
qualities I bring to ADW - as well as
a sense of humour’

John said he and Donnas
decision to move from Invercargill
was about timing. ‘Our three
daughters were all going to have
grown up and left home, and
Donna and I decided the time was
right for a move to a new city and
a new challenge. I've spent the past
22 years in CEO roles, and I'm a
strong Catholic, so the role at the
Archdiocese was ideal’

John works closely  with
Cardinal John Dew and the Board
of Administration, who provide

John Prendergast, General
Manager, Archdiocese of

Wellington. Photo: WelCom
governance and the direction for
the Archdiocese. His role is driven
by the objectives identified at the
Synod three years ago.

“Those objectives tell us what were
here for. They are our north star,
guiding everything we do. One of my
objectives in the coming 12 months is
to get around each of our 23 parishes,
and our 46 schools which are a real
treasure of the Catholic network.
The connections that students make
through our Catholic schools stay
with them for life

optimistic, people-oriented, and
communicative.

‘Tve always believed that staff are
much more likely to work hard if
they’re passionate about their work,
and have a workplace culture that
is positive and enjoyable. Building
a positive workplace culture is
critically important to me.

‘Pope Francis talks often about
the need for the Church to go out
to those on “the peripheries” - my
vision is to steward and build on
our existing assets, so that resources
are available for the Archdiocese to
minister to those on the peripheries.

‘We have some significant
financial and strategic challenges - a
substantial forecast operating deficit
for the year to 31 March 2021, and
a significant collection of assets that
we must make sure are working as
hard for us as possible. The biggest
challenges will be in getting our
financial house in order, while at the
same time building the mission of
the Church. This will require us all
to be ready to embrace change’

Other challenges to deal with
in the immediate future, says John,

on the diocese, and the Royal
Commission of Inquiry into State
Abuse which will focus on Church
care institutions later in the year.

John says he loves the Catholic
spirit of the Archdiocese.

T see it every day — at meetings
that begin and end with prayer and
reflection, in the regular prayers in
the Sacred Space at the Catholic
Centre at 10.20am on Tuesdays, at
the Chrism Mass, at Mission Expo,
in the outreach work that Catholic
Social Services have led during
lockdown, in our Ministries, and
in our parishes and schools. And
most importantly in the way our
staff interact and in Cardinal John’s
leadership that is hugely admired
and respected.

Correction

The article in last month’s
WelCom about the new general
manager for Palmerston North
Diocese, Liam Greer, had Tony
Murphy’s surname as incorrect
in the accompanying photo
caption. Our apologies to Tony
for this error.

challenges ahead. the

pastoral

leadership, the

As a manager John says he is

are the ongoing impact of Covid-19

Catholic Church welcomes Royal
Commission publishing of Inquiry details

The Catholic Church in New Zealand has
welcomed the publication by the Royal
Commission into Abuse in Care, of details
of the commission’s investigation into abuse
committed in the care of the Church.

The commission has published documents
giving details of its investigation into the
Church - including the Church’s part in faith-
based redress for survivors — which will form
part of its Inquiry into the historic abuse of
children in state- and faith-based care.

The commission says its investigation
‘will examine abuse which occurred in the
care of the Catholic Church in Aotearoa New
Zealand .... The Inquiry will investigate abuse
and neglect that occurred from 1950 to 1999,
and has the discretion to consider abuse that
occurred before 1950, and from 1999 to the
present day’

Catherine Fyfe, chair of Te Ropa Tautoko
— the Church body established to liaise with
the Royal Commission - welcomed the
publication of the documents.

“Te Ropu Tautoko is already working with
the commission’s staff; and with Catholic
dioceses and congregations to ensure
timely and comprehensive responses, with

transparency and openness, Ms Fyfe said.
‘We will do all we can to positively engage
in this important process of listening,
acknowledging, learning, and reaffirming
commitment to safeguarding the vulnerable’

The bishops and congregational leaders
sought to have the Church included in the
work of the Royal Commission, which when
first established was limited to inquiring into
abuse in state care.

Cardinal John Dew, Vice-President of the
New Zealand Catholic Bishops Conference
and a Tautoko member, welcomed the
publication of the documents.

‘We reaffirm our support for the work
of the Royal Commission and our desire to
learn from its work, which we are confident
will contribute positively to the safeguarding
of all people, and strengthening of families,
communities and the wider society; Cardinal
Dew said.

Royal Commission’s notification of the sub-
inquiry referred to:
www.abuseincare.org.nz/public-hearings/
abuse-in-the-care-of-the-catholic-church/
Tautoko: tautoko.catholic.org.nz

Catholic Church welcomes Royal
Commission's Marylands inquiry

The Royal Commission of Inquiry into
Abuse in Care has launched eight new
investigations, including one about
Marylands, the Christchurch school run
by the Catholic religious congregation, the
Brothers Hospitallers of St John of God,
from the 1950s to 1984.

The Royal Commission has published
the details of its Marylands case study - one
of a number of individual inquiries it will
hold into state and faith-based institutions
- as part of its overall investigation into
historical child abuse in care institutions.
It has yet to name a date for the Marylands
hearing.

The Catholic Church in Aotearoa
New Zealand has welcomed publication
of details of the inquiry into the former
Marylands School.

The Royal Commission will investigate
‘the nature and extent of abuse that
occurred at Marylands, why it happened,
and the impacts of abuse that may
have occurred at the hands of priests,
religious or lay employees of the Church.

It will investigate whether there are any
systemic, structural or other factors which
contributed to the abuse occurring and the
adequacy of the response by the Catholic
Church to allegations of abuse’

Te Ropu Rautoko, the group
coordinating Catholic engagement with
the Royal Commission, has welcomed the
investigation into Marylands. Group chair
Catherine Fyfe said the Church would
‘work with the Royal Commission and
the leadership of the brothers of St John
of God to ensure our response is as timely
and comprehensive as possible, to honour
those harmed at Marylands’

Br Timothy Graham OH, the Sydney-
based Provincial of the St John of God
order, said the Marylands inquiry is an
acknowledgement of those who were
harmed in the care of the brothers.

See: www.abuseincare.org.nz/public-
hearings/abuse-in-the-care-of-the-
catholic-church/marylands-school/

COVID-19 NATIONAL
RECOVERY APPEAL

We urgently need your help.

In the months ahead the once-in-a-lifetime pandemic
will bring severe hardship for individuals, families and
communities. Our goal is to raise $4 million so we can

be there to help the vulnerable.

Can you
help us?

“Covid-19 is creating
new layers of poverty
and need in our
community.”

Donate directly to our BNZ Appeal Account 02 0528 0208598 027
Or you can donate via our website: donate.svdp.org.nz
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A life-affirming book of poems and reflections
written in the aftermath of a cancer diagnosis.

“This book is a feast
forthe soul.”
JOY COWLEY

“It is hard to imagine
a book of poems more
infused with living, with
seasonal growth and
rebirth, with the wairua
and spirit of being alive.’
GREGORY O’BRIEN

5

Copies available from independent bookshops
and online from www.christiansupplies.co.nz
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Parishioners and Clergy at Chrism Masss, Our Lady of Kapiti Church.

Annette Scullion

Clergy and hundreds of parishioners
and Catholic school students from
across the Wellington and Palmerston
North dioceses came together at Our
Lady of Kapiti Church, Paraparumu,
on Saturday morning, 1 August
2020, for the celebration of this year’s
Chrism Mass.

Cardinal John Dew, Archbishop
of Wellington and Administrator of
the Diocese of Palmerston North
presided. Among the concelebrating
were the Apostolic Nuncio, His

Excellency Archbishop Novatus
Rugambwa; Vicar General for the
Archdiocese of Wellington, Mons
Gerard Burns; Local Administrator
Diocese of Palmerston North, Mons
Brian Walsh; Our Lady of Kapiti
Parish Priest, Fr Michael McCabe.

Parisheseachhadarepresentative
or representatives present to collect
the Sacred Chrism and Blessed Oils
to take back to their parishes.

The Chrism Mass is one of the
most important liturgies of the
year and usually takes place in a
diocesan cathedral during Holy
Week. However, due to Covid-19
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Level 4 lockdown restrictions in
April, the Mass was postponed until
August under Alert Level 1.

Our Lady of Kapiti Church was
chosen as the Mass venue due to
the current closure of Sacred Heart
Cathedral in Wellington and the more
central location of Paraparaumu
for people of both dioceses to come
together for this occasion.

The Chrism Mass takes its name
from the blessing of the holy oils,
used in the sacraments throughout
the year, which are then given to
priests and ministers to take back to
their parishes.

The bishop, joined by the
priests of the diocese, gather at the
cathedral to celebrate the Chrism
Mass. The Mass manifests the unity
of the priests with their bishop. It is
often the largest gathering of clergy
and faithful held in most dioceses
during the year.

At the Chrism Mass the bishop
blesses three Holy Oils:

« the Oil of the Sick - used in the
rite of the Anointing of the Sick;
o the Oil of the Catechumens

- used in the sacrament of

Baptism; and
« consecration of the Oil of Holy

Chrism - used in the sacraments

of Baptism, Confirmation and

Holy Orders, as well as for the

consecration of altars and the

dedication of churches.

While the Oil of the Catechumens
and the Oil of the Sick are ‘blessed,
the Sacred Chrism is ‘consecrated.
Holy chrism is a mixture of olive
oil and balsam, an aromatic resin.
The bishop breathes over the vessel

ioceses celebrate Chris Mass together

Prayer of Consecration over the Holy Oils.

After the blessing of the Oils, Cardinal John addressed the
representatives taking the Sacred Oils back to their parishes.

“Dear Parish Representatives who will return these Sacred Oils to your
parishes, Monsignor Brian and priests and people who will take these oils
back to the dioceses. Thank you for coming to this Mass of Chrism.

You are entrusted with these Taonga, these sacred oils, you are
commissioned to take these home to your parish communities and
present them in your parish at an appropriate time.

This Oil of the Sick has been blessed for the healing of body, mind and

soul. May the sick, who are anointed with it, experience the compassion

of Christ and his saving love.

This Oil of Catechumens has been blessed for the anointing of
those preparing for Baptism. Through this anointing people will be
strengthened by Christ to overcome evil in all its forms, and live lives of
goodness and holiness as they prepare for the saving waters of Baptism.

This holy Chrism has been consecrated by we priests gathered here
today. It will be used to anoint those who are Baptised, those who are to
be Confirmed, Bishops and Priests at their Ordination, and altars and
churches at the time of their dedication.

As you go, take these with you and treat them with great respect,
present them to the people of your faith communities, so that the sick
wil benefit from them, those preparing for Baptism and Confirmation
will grow in holiness and all of us will spread the fragrance of Christ

wherever we go.”

containing the chrism, a gesture
which symbolises the Holy Spirit
coming down to consecrate this oil,
and recalls the actions of Jesus in
John 20:22, when he breathed on the
apostles and said, ‘Receive the Holy
Spirit... The priests concelebrating
the Mass extend their hands toward
the vessel containing the chrism
and say the prayer of consecration
silently as the bishop pronounces it
over the chrism.

This tradition is rooted in
the early Church as noted in the
Gelasian Sacramentary (named
after Pope Gelasius I, d. 496), but
was later absorbed into the Holy
Thursday evening Mass. Pope Pius

CATHOLIC MEN'S FELLOWSHIP
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XII issued a new Ordinal for Holy
Week, which reinstituted a special
Mass of the chrism distinct from
the evening Mass.

Parishioners hold and decant oils
to take back to parishes.

Dannevirke parishioners with
Mons David Bell (I-r) Eva Wright,
Theresa Mills and Francie Walsh.

Students from St Joseph’s School,
Levin with Sacred Oils for their

parish, (I-r) Stella, Morgan and
Elizelle.

Photos: Bernie Velasco; Annette Scullion
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Caritas helping after explosion in Lebanon

Caritas Aotearoa New Zealand is
providing urgently needed funding
for Lebanon following the massive
explosion in the port of Beirut on
Tuesday, 4 August, Caritas Director
Juliette Hickey announced the day
after the explosion.

The blast killed at least 100
people and injured more than
4,000 others. It registered as a 4.5
earthquake and was felt 150 miles
away in the island of Cyprus.
Windows were blown out of houses
and buildings up to 15 miles from
the port.

‘Before the explosion hospitals
and doctors had been reporting
shortages of vital medical supplies
such as anaesthesia, medication and
sutures. Amidst scenes of absolute
devastation, Caritas will provide

funding to help the Lebanese
people in this hour of need, Mrs
Hickey said.

At least four hospitals were
affected. St George Hospital, one
of the city’s largest, was so severely
damaged it had to shut down and
transfer patients to other hospitals
outside of Beirut. Medical staff who
survived the blast were treating
patients on street sidewalks using
flashlights to work because there
was no electricity.

Thousands of families already
facing difficult circumstances due
to ongoing conflict, economic
instability and the Covid-19
pandemic were affected in the
explosion. Mrs Hickey said, ‘We
need to show our solidarity with the
poor and vulnerable in Beirut, who

are facing so many urgent and severe
challenges. We must do what we can
to ensure they have the life-saving
support they need’

Caritas Lebanon’s youth
volunteers and staff began assisting
immediately onsite at hospitals,
assisting theinjured and dispatching
a Rapid Response team. Although
their offices were damaged, Caritas
Lebanon remains committed to
supporting vulnerable people in the
aftermath of this tragic incident.

Caritas Aotearoa New Zealand
is sending a solidarity grant from
their Peace in the Middle East
fund. To contribute to the support
for Lebanon, donate online at
caritas.org.nz or by phone on
0800 22 10 22.

Jojo Rabbit a winner at Catholic film and

TV Awards

The New Zealand film Jojo Rabbit
and the US television series Madam
Secretary have won the top prizes at
this year’s SIGNIS North America
film and television awards.

The SIGNIS Awardsare presented
annually by SIGNIS, the Catholic
lay movement for communication
media professionals, to recognise
excellence of professionals in the
film industry, including directors,
actors, and writers.

Taika Waititi’s film Jojo Rabbit
- which he wrote, directed, co-
produced and co-starred in - retells
the story of Hitler’s World War II
Germany, with its anti-Semitism
and atrocities, through the eyes and
imagination of a young boy.

‘His inventive mix of humour
and history is a cinematic triumph,
that allows a fresh and creative
exploration of the human capacity
for and need for compassion and
understanding and love, says Frank
Frost, President of SIGNIS NA.

The Awards are for ‘celebrating
the highest human values in film
and television, he says. ‘We feel that
Jojo Rabbit and Madam Secretary
have indeed advanced the ideals
of Signis’

Speaking of the television award
winner, Madam Secretary, vice-
president of SIGNIS NA Pamela
Aleman says: In 120 episodes...
writer-producer Barbara Hall has
entertained millions of viewers with
excellent writing, time-relevant

Taika Waititi as Hitler in his award-wining film Jojo Rabbit with
Roman Griffin Davis who portrays the title character, Johannes
‘Jojo’ Betzler, a Hitler Youth member who finds out his mother
(Scarlett Johansson) is hiding a Jewish girl (New Zealand actor,

Thomasin McKenzie) in their attic.

story lines, and engaging, positive
characters.

‘In doing so, she and her team
have enabled their viewers to
see difficult choices made that
respect ethics and integrity while
allowing for the compromise that
can come from personal respect
for an adversary. While sometimes
idealising  politics, the series
credibly models ideals for which
we strive’

Hall thanked SIGNIS US,
saying, ‘Thank you for honouring
the values we strove to depict in
Madam Secretary. They were based

Photo: Jojo Rabbit

on the experiences and ideals of
people who had devoted their lives
to public service. Pray that those
in service now will continue to
promote them’

SIGNIS NA is part of SIGNIS
World, the Vatican-affiliated
international Catholic association
for communication. Members of
SIGNIS NA include Catholics who
work in media in Canada and the
United States.

Sources: Catholic Sentinel, Signis

Pope appoints six women to
senior Vaticanroles

Pope Francis has appointed six
women to help oversee the Vatican’s
finances, in the most senior roles
ever given to women within the
Catholic Church’s leadership.

The appointments mark the
most significant step by Francis to
fulfil his promise of placing women
in top positions and righting the
gender balance in senior Vatican
posts. Until now, the 15-member
Council for the Economy was all
male. By statute, the council must
include eight bishops - who are
always men - and seven laypeople.

Ruth Kelly, leaving Downing Street,
2008, is one of the six women
appointed by Pope Francis to help
oversee the Vatican’s finances, as a
member of the Vatican’s 15-member
Council for the Economy.
Photograph: Stephen Hird/Reuters

‘That six are women is a pretty
big quota; said Joshua McElwee,
the Vatican correspondent for the
National Catholic Reporter. ‘But the
important thing here is that these
six women are part of a group that
essentially oversees all of the financial
activities of the Vatican so obviously
that’s a pretty top-level group’

The female appointees are all
European and have high-profile
financial backgrounds. The group
includes two British women - Ruth
Kelly, a former banking executive
and cabinet minister in Tony Blair’s
Labour Government and Leslie

Ferrar, a former treasurer to Prince
Charles. The other women are
Charlotte ~ Kreuter-Kirchhof and
Marija Kolak, both from Germany;,
and Maria Concepcién Osacar
Garaicoechea and Eva Castillo Sanz,
both from Spain. The onlylay man on
the council is Alberto Minali, a
former director general at General,
the Italian insurance company.

The appointments come as the
Vatican struggles with its finances,
with problems worsened by the
coronavirus pandemic and a sharp
drop in the number of visitors to
the Vatican Museums, a cash cow
for the Holy See.

Francis created the Council
for the Economy in 2014. ‘It is
essentially the board of surveillance
for everything financial within the
Vatican, with the only person above
it being Pope Francis, said McElwee.

Other women who have obtained
prominent positions during Francis’
papacy include Barbara Jatta, who
heads up the Vatican Museums,
and Francesca Di Giovanni, the
undersecretary of the Vatican’s
secretariat of state. Pope Francis
has also appointed four women as
councillors to the Synod of Bishops,
which prepares major meetings.

Francis has also named the
eight cardinals on the Council. He
has renewed German Cardinal
Reinhard Marx’s mandate as ‘cardinal
coordinator’ and that of South
African Cardinal Wilfrid Napier.

The new cardinals and bishops
named to the Council are: Cardinals
Peter Erdo of Esztergom-Budapest,
Hungary; Odilo Pedro Scherer
of Sao Paulo; Gerald Lacroix of
Quebec; Joseph W Tobin of Newark,
New Jersey; Anders Arborelius
of Stockholm; and Archbishop
Giuseppe Petrocchi of CAquila, Italy.

Sources: The Guardian, Reuters,
UCA News

Vatican’s Council for the Economy

Pope Francis created the Council for the Economy on 24 February 2014,
with the Apostolic Letter Fidelis dispensator et prudens. The Council’s
task is to supervise the economic management of the structures, along
with the administrative and financial activities, of the Dicasteries of the
Roman Curia, as well as the Institutions connected with the Holy See

and Vatican City State.

The Council is composed of 15 Members, eight of whom are chosen
from among Cardinals and Bishops, so as to reflect the universality of
the Church. The other seven are experts of various nationalities, with
financial expertise and recognised professional credentials.
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Pope says Covid-19 should spark rethink

“We need to tell ourselves this often: That poor person had a mother who

raised him lovingly.” - Pope Francis

Pope Francis believes the Covid-19 pandemic
is an opportunity to genuinely see the
humanity of the poor, to rethink global
patterns of production and consumption, and
to end ‘hypocrisy’ such as lamenting world
hunger while manufacturing weapons.

He also called on the Church to be ‘freed
in the midst of the crisis’ to meet people’s
needs, not ‘closed off in institutions

Speaking in an interview, in June, replying
to written questions posed to him by his
biographer Austen Ivereigh, Pope Francis
said he sees the disruptions caused by the
pandemic as an opportunity to reflect on
the economy and the way the poor are often
ignored or treated ‘like rescued animals’

‘We need to tell ourselves this often: That
poor person had a mother who raised him
lovingly.

‘We disempower the poor. We don't give
them the right to dream of their mothers. They
don’t know what affection is; many live on
drugs, Francis said. “To see them can help us
to discover the piety, the pietas, which points
towards God and towards our neighbour.

‘St Teresa of Calcutta saw them, and
had the courage to embark on a journey of
conversion, Francis said, referring to the
Albanjan-Indian nun who founded the
Missionaries of Charity. ‘“To “see” the poor
means to restore their humanity. They are not
things, not garbage; they are people’

The Pope also called for integrity on the
part of political leaders.

“This crisis is affecting us all, rich and poor
alike, and putting a spotlight on hypocrisy,
Francis said. T am worried by the hypocrisy
of certain political personalities who speak

of facing up to the crisis, of the problem of
hunger in the world, but who in the meantime
manufacture weapons.

“This is a time to be converted from this
kind of functional hypocrisy, he said. ‘Its a
time for integrity. Either we are coherent with
our beliefs or we lose everything.

Francis urged that the implications of the
pandemic for social and economic life not be
forgotten when it’s over.

‘Today I believe we have to slow down
our rate of production and consumption
and to learn to understand and
contemplate the natural world, Francis
said, noting that he sees ‘early signs’ of
an economy that is ‘less liquid, more human.

Yet for this conversion to materialise, he
said, it’s important to remember the pandemic
and not to file it away so that the world can go
back to what it was.

“This is the time to take the decisive step,
to move from using and misusing nature to
contemplating it; he said. ‘We have lost the
contemplative dimension; we have to get it back’

Austen Ivereigh made contact with Pope
Francis in late March 2020 as the Covid-19
pandemic was beginning to strongly affect
the English-speaking world. Ivereigh is the
author of a biography on the pontiff, The
Great Reformer, and a book on his pontificate,
Wounded Shepherd.

Francis said even though a number of
governments have taken exemplary measures
to defend the population, the crisis has
made it evident that ‘all our thinking, like
it or not, has been shaped around the
economy.

‘In the world of finances, it has seemed
normal to sacrifice [people], to practise a
politics of the throwaway culture, from the
beginning to the end of life; he said.

An excerpt from this interview with the
Pope was offered to the BBC and broadcast
on BBC Rethink.

During the programme, the BBC’s Amol
Rajan said the Pope’s message ‘argues for a
radical recalibration of our priorities, so we
thinkless of ourselves and more of the systems
we inhabit whether natural or economic.
In that regard it was a call that reaches far
beyond Catholicism to something universal:
Our capacity to be selfless’

Sources: Crux, Vatican News, BBC

Catholics split over 2020 US elections

A new Pew Research poll shows white and
Hispanic Catholics split over who they
will vote for in the 2020 US presidential
elections.

According to a survey of 11,001
American adults conducted in July and
August, Pew found registered voters who
identify as white Catholics planned to
support President Donald Trump by a
margin of 19 points; 59 per cent to 40
per cent. The margin of error for the
survey of white Catholics was listed as

+/- 4 percentage points. Conversely,
among registered voters who identified as
Hispanic Catholics, only 33 per cent said
they were supporting Trump. Sixty-five
per cent of Hispanic Catholics surveyed
said they supported Biden. The margin of
error for the survey of Hispanic Catholics
was listed as +/- 6.4 points. There was no
breakdown provided for Catholics of all
ethnicities as a single group in the 2020
survey.

Access to vaccines must be equal for all

Speaking in a recent private General
Audience, Pope Francis decried the
possibility that the use of the pandemic
vaccine might worsen existing injustices
against the poor and vulnerable.

‘How sad it would be if, for example,
access to a Covid-19 vaccine were made
available only to the rich, and not to others
in equal or greater need!’

Addressing English speakers on the
current global pandemic, he reflected: ‘we
have seen that it has made us sensitive to
an even graver virus affecting our world:

that of social injustice, lack of equal
opportunity and the marginalisation
of the poor and those in greatest need.
Christs example and teaching show us
that a preferential option for the poor is
an essential criterion of our authenticity as
his followers’

Christian charity, the Argentine Pontiff
highlighted, demands that, beyond social
assistance, we listen to their voices and
work to overcome all that hinders their
material and spiritual development.

Pope backs move to support transgender women

In the latest sign of papal outreach to the
transgender community, Pope Francis has
written to an old friend in Argentina to say
that he is praying for her and the women
who will move into a new condo complex
she built to help transgender women living
in poverty.

The complex has 12 studio apartments
and is part of a permanent housing
solution for around a dozen transgender
women who are living in poverty. It was
inaugurated in Neuquén, Argentina,
by a Discalced Carmelite nun, Monica

Astorga Cremona, who is the superior
of her comm